4. QUESTIONS ASKED AND
ANSWERED
Every evening Prashant sat at the Swami 's feet and listened to his
discourses. This continued for over a fortnight. Then suddenly, one
day, at the conclusion of his lecture, the Swamiji beckoned to Prashant.
"Come now, sit by me and ask me questions to your heart's content,"
he said lovingly. A sense of exhaltation filled Prashant. Now, at long
last, had come the opportunity for which he had been waiting, all his life
perhaps. He folded his palms together reverentially and said, "Thank
you Swami, for your gracious permission and kindness. I am indeed
greatly indebted to you. My first and foremost question is-"
"Is there really a God? If so, why did He create this entire universe,
this whole stage? Who are we? What is the purpose behind all this?"
The Swami smiled. "The answer for that is very simple, yet
profound, young man. There always was, is, and always will be the
Omniscient Being, namely God. There was no time when He was not
- nor will there be a time when He shall not exist. He has been there
since the beginning of time. As to why He has created this universe
with all the living beings -'tis His Own Divine Drama, His Leela, His
Play. Listen, take it this way - that God was bored and lonely. So, He
created us all to play with. The universe is His stage and we are the
actors. He takes great delight in moving us up and down the stage.
However, every game has to have its rules, do's and don'ts, in order to
make it interesting. So also, God laid down certain rules for His great
Cosmic Play, and now, He Himself is bound by them. His rule is very
simple - that of Karma which I shall explain to you at a much later
stage. In simple words, it is much the same as Newton's Law - every
action has an equal and opposite reaction. Let me modify that law into
- every action has an equal and opposite reaction, resound and reflection.
In other words, "What you sow, so shall you reap." This is the law
governing the universe. In fact, the whole concept of destiny, suffering
and joy and of rebirth, is built up around this law. I shall explain this to
you in greater detail when we talk about karma.
"I hope your question has been answered to a certain extent at
least. Think over what I've told you and we will discuss it again tomorrow
if you like. Now, what's your next question?"